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CATSKILL CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Catskill, New York

SPECIAL MEETING 

BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES
January 13, 2010
Secondary Library 

6:30 P.M. 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: K. Allen, M. Bulich, R. Griffin, K. Haas, M. Leibowitz, A. Jones, 
J. Osswald, L. Warner 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: B. Cotten
OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:  K. Farrell, K. Lewis, D. VanKleeck 
	The special meeting of the Board of Education was called to order at 6:35 pm by Board President Griffin and the Pledge of Allegiance recited.
A MOTION (Jones/Leibowitz) to go into executive session at 6:40 PM for the purpose of discussions regarding the performance history of particular individuals and a grievance.  VOTE:  Unanimous, 8-0. Motion carried unanimously.

There was a consensus to return to public session at 7:25 PM.

There was no one who wished to address the board.

Dr. Farrell passed around a letter from Mr. Cash regarding Instrumental Music and the digital studio. Students did a recording project using the new “Mac Lab”.
Dr. Farrell spoke about the Criminal Justice field trip to the Greene County Correctional Facility on January 7th and a trip on January 12th to the County Courthouse. We have a trip scheduled for March 2nd it will have a wellness piece and the students will get to see the River Rats hockey game.  Cat Food had a good turnout tonight. 

Walmart has a program for teacher achievement. Ten Elementary teachers received $100 gift certificates for classroom supplies.

Catskill Community that Cares has received the Toolbox for Education grant from Lowe’s in the amount of $5,000 for parent and garden project. 
Dr. Farrell spoke about the Race to the Top funding. She advised the board that Catskill did apply. The form requested three signatures: The Board President, Superintendent, and the Teachers Union President.  Most of the districts had their teachers union also sign the Memorandum of Understanding. Our Teacher’s Union did not sign the form.
Dr. Farrell reported that this will be a tough budget year. As you may know, Saugerties schools had to do midyear job cuts. We were fortunate to not have to do that.

Our Catskill Cats varsity bowing team won the George Cotich Memorial Patroon Conference Bowling Tournament on Tuesday. 
Dr. Farrell gave the board an update on the upcoming events:

  Chocolate Festival – May 13th 

  Catskill Community that Cares – Spaghetti Dinner – May 18th 

  Greene County School Boards Meeting – February 4th  - with our Leadership Greene   

       students
  Academic Fair – May 18th
Terry Damon, Armlin Damon & Mcmordie, gave the board an update on the progress of the Phase 3 EXCEL project. He indicated that the progress has been slow, but steady.

Terry went through the punch list of items left on third phase of the work.

Terry said plans for the district’s dance studio and fitness center has been folded into Phase 4 of the EXCEL project.

A project addressing the Superintendent’s Office and the Business Office repairs/renovations is moving along. The roofs of both buildings have been finished, the next piece of work to be done at those buildings are the windows.

As for the maintenance and storage building, the plans are being revised to decrease the cost.
  
The board discussed the following items:
    Appointment of Kathleen Moore, Teaching Assistant, CHS 
    Approval of Substitute Teacher List 
    Leave of Absence Request of Nicole Bullock, Grade 1 Teacher, CES
    Leave of Absence Request of Cheryl Cinatti, Biology Teacher, CHS
    Leave of Absence Adjustment of Nicole Maccaline, Grade 3 Teacher, CES
    Leave of Absence Adjustment of Robyn Scotland, Special Education Teacher, CHS
    Appointment of Leonard Reyngoudt, Modified Baseball Coach
    Appointment of Beth Sira, Volleyball Game Keeper
    Approval of Non-Instructional Substitute List 
    Receiving of Treasurer’s Reports
    Approval of Budget Development Calendar
    Minutes

    Donations

    Obsolete Library/Textbooks books

    Acceptance of Section 504 Accommodation Plan

    Recommendations of the CSE/CPSE meetings

     Acceptance of an Annual Fay and Robert Levinn Performing Arts Scholarship, CHS 
     Approval of Additional Course - Philosophy
There were no committee reports. 

Future Meetings of the Board of Education are as follows:

January 13, 2010 – Workshop/Special meeting – Secondary Library – 7:00 PM

January 27, 2010 – Regular Meeting– Secondary Library – 7:00 PM

February 10, 2010 – Workshop/Special meeting – Secondary Library – 7:00 PM

February 24, 2010 –Regular Meeting – Secondary Library – 7:00 PM

March 10, 2010 – Workshop/Special meeting – Secondary Library 

March 31, 2010 – Regular Meeting – Possible Budget Adoption – Secondary Library

April 13, 2010 – Special Meeting– Secondary Library

April 27, 2010 – Regular Meeting – Vote on BOCES Annual Budget & BOCES Board 

                           Members – Secondary Library

May 4, 2010 – Tuesday – Public Hearing – CHS Auditorium – 7:00 PM 

May 12, 2010 – Workshop/Special Meeting – Secondary Library – 7:00 PM

May 18, 2010 – Tuesday – Board Member & Budget/Propositions VOTE 6:00 AM –    

                           9:00 P.M. – CHS Gymnasium
May 26, 2010 – Regular Meeting – Secondary Library – 7:00 PM

June 9, 2010 – Workshop/Special meeting/Academic Awards – CHS Cafeteria – 7:00 PM

June 30, 2010 – Regular Meeting – Secondary Library – 7:00 PM

A MOTION (Bulich/Haas) to approve the following resolution regarding an overnight trip. VOTE: Unanimous, 8-0.  Motion carried unanimously.

Upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, the Board of Education hereby approves the request of the Ski Club for an overnight trip to Smuggler’s Notch Resort, Vermont from March 4th-7th 2010. 

A MOTION (Jones/Haas) to approve the following resolution regarding Race to the Top. VOTE: Yes: Allen, Griffin, Haas, Jones, Leibowitz, Osswald, Warner; No: Bulich.  Motion carried:  7 Yes, 1 No.

BE IT RESOLVED that the Catskill Central School District Board of Education hereby ratifies the signing of the Districts’ Race to the Top Memorandum of Understanding as submitted to the New York State Education Department.

A MOTION (Osswald/Leibowitz) to go into executive session at 7:59 PM for the purpose of discussions regarding the performance history of particular individuals.  VOTE:  Unanimous, 8-0. Motion carried unanimously.

K. Haas left at 9:25 PM

A. Jones left at 9:28 PM

There was a consensus to return to public session at 10:00 PM.

A MOTION (Warner/Allen) to adjourn the meeting at 10:10 PM.  

VOTE:  Unanimous, 6-0.  Motion carried unanimously.

                                                                                _______________________________  

                                                                                Donna Van Kleeck, District Clerk
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