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Eligibility for Extra Curricular Activities

The Catskill Central School District Board of Education views participation in extracurricular activities as a privilege rather than a right.  Students who would represent the District in extracurricular activities shall therefore be required to maintain an acceptable level of academic achievement, and to exhibit conduct that is acceptable.  The Board therefore establishes the following criteria and procedures related to student participation in extracurricular activities in grades 7-12.

I. Activities Considered to be Extracurricular

The following activities are considered to be extracurricular activities for purposed of this policy:

A. Interscholastic Sports

B. Music Festivals

C. Student Committee Meetings

D. Student Council Membership (including status as an officer thereof)

E. Membership in any club that is sponsored by the District

F. Class Office (e.g., class president)

G. Field Trips

H. Musical or Theatrical Productions of the School

I. Intramural Sports

If any of the aforementioned activities is part of a given student’s curriculum, then that student shall be deemed eligible to participate simply by that fact.

II. Student Eligibility

Every student in grades 7-12 shall be deemed as eligible under this policy to participate in any extracurricular activity except in the circumstances described below.  Conditions for restoration of eligibility and the period of time during which a student is deemed eligible, are also described below:

A. A student shall be deemed ineligible:

1) If she/he has received two (2) or more failing grades at interim progress report time (a grade less then 65%) or on report card day (a grade of less than 65%).

2) Ineligibility shall begin on the Monday after the day that report cards or interim progress reports are sent home.

3) The exception to this would be at the beginning of any extracurricular activities prior to the first day of school on September.  Once school begins the after school homework program would be enacted.

4) Attendance at AESH will enable the student to retain eligibility in extracurricular activities.  Failure to attend this study hall will render the student ineligible until the next identified eligibility period (2 week review, interim, or report card).

5)  AESH is defined as the process of going to a teacher for extra help in one of the classes you are currently failing.

B. Any course that is dropped with a grade of “W/P” (withdrawal-passing average) shall not be counted for ineligibility, but any course dropped with a grade of “W/F” (withdrawal-failing average) shall be counted for ineligibility for the current marking period.

C. At the close of each interim and marking period the principal or her/his designees shall be responsible for reviewing the failure lists or lists or interim reports.  A list shall be developed of students who are failing two (2) or more subjects.  Said list shall be distributed to each member of the faculty, each activity advisor, and each athletic coach.  An administrator, advisor, or coach, as appropriate, shall notify any student who has become ineligible for extracurricular activities of her/his ineligibility.  Verbal notification will precede written confirmation of a student’s period of ineligibility.

D. For the first incident of ineligibility in an academic year, a student shall be ineligible for until two week review.  At the end of this period of ineligibility, a student who is now passing all classes shall be responsible for obtaining and completing an eligibility form from the office.  The signatures of ALL of the student’s teachers must be on this sheet, indicating that the student is now passing ALL subjects.  Upon completion of this form, the signature of the principal or her/his designee will also be required, signifying all requirements for eligibility have been met.

E. Students failing 2 grades in the fourth quarter will be eligible to participate in extracurricular activities in September; however, their eligibility will be reviewed after the first five weeks of the academic year.

F. For the second and subsequent incidents of ineligibility a student shall be ineligible until the next ineligibility list is posted.

III. Appeal Process

Appeals of a determination of student ineligibility for participation in extracurricular activities as described above, will be entertained solely at the discretion of the Superintendent of Schools or her/his designee.  The manner of making a determination of whether or not to allow an appeal shall be solely at the discretion of the Superintendent.

In the event that an appeal is to be heard, the building principal shall convene a committee to hear the student’s concern and render a decision.  If an activity being denied is an athletic team then the Director of Athletics shall serve as a member of the committee.  One activity advisor shall be designated administratively each year to serve on the committee for all activities that are not athletic activities.  The faculty member(s) whose evaluation of the student’s work has led to the student’s loss of eligibility shall also serve on the committee.
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